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I ' I A K E S  U N I Q U E  D E M A N D S
O N  T H E  B R A I N .F I R S T  E O M E ,

F I R S T  S E R V E D

L a n q u a g e s  l e a r n e d  b e i o r e  t h e

a g e  o f  5  a r e  r e p i ' e s e n t e d  d i f f e r -

e n t l v  i n  t h e  b r a i n  t h a n  a i ' e
l a t e r  l a n g u a g e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e  t h e y

t r i g g e r  s e l ' r s o r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  m o r e

. r c t i v e l v  R e s p a r c h e r s  c a n  d e t e c t

t h e  n a t i v e  t o n g u e s  a m o n g  h i g h l y
p r o f i c i e n t  b i l i n g u a i s  s i m p l y  b y

m o n i t o r i n g  n e u r a l  a c t i v i t y

a s  s u b j e c t s  r e a d .

L I P  R E A D I N G

In fan ts  as  young as  4

months  can te l l  when a  speaker

swi tches  languages jus t  by

w a t c h i n g  t h e  m o u t h - a  m a r k e r  o f

h o w  i m p o r t a n t  v i s u a l  c u e s  a r e  t o

l a n g u a g e  l e a r n i n g .  B u t  b y  8  m o n t h s

o n l y  b a b i e s  r a i s e d  i n  b i l i n g u a l

h o u s e h o l d s  h a v e  t h i s  a b i l i t y ;

w i thout  cont inued exposure .
some perceptua l

a b i l i t i e s  w a n e .mamusla

ahma

USA!  USA!
C u l t u r a l c u e s  s u c h  a s

n a t i o n a l  f l a g s  c a n  t r i g g e r

d i f f e r e n t  v a l u e s  a n d  e v e n  d i f f e r -

e n t  e l e m e n t s  o f  y o u r  p e r s o n a l i t V .

L a n g u a g e  a c t s  a s  o n e  c u e :  R e -

s e a r c h e r s  f i n d  t h a t  S p a n i s h - E n g i i s h

b i l i n g u a l s  a r e  r n o r e  a s s e r t i v e  a n d

a c h i e v e m e n t - o r i e r r t e d  w h e n

u s i n g  E n g l i s h ,  w h i c h  s e e m s

i n  l i n e  w i t h  A m e r i c a n

c u l t u r e

mommy

RUDDER BUCKY
B a b i e s  i n  b i l i n g u a l  h o u s e -

ho lds  are  s low to  deve lop  the

a b i l i t y  t o  d i s c r i m i n a t e  s u b t l e

d i f fe rences  be tween s imi la  r -

sound ing  words  such as  "bad"

and "dad. "  Ins tead,  they  devote

a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  m e a n i n g s

of  words  in  the i r  expand ing

vocabu lar ies
-Matthent Hutson

L I N G U A L

L I F E  E X T E N S I O N

L e a r n i n g  a  s e c o n d  l a n g u a g e

c a n  h e l p  y o u  o u t  d e c a d e s

down the  road.  On average,

l i f e l o n g  b i l i n g u a l s  i n c u r  d e m e n -

t ia  four  years  la te r  than o thers ,

a d d i n g  t o  t h e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t
l i f e s t y l e  c a n  b e  m o r e

neuropro tec t ive

t h a n  d r u g s .

maman

WHAT'S IT CALLED?
Don' t  worry  i f  Johnny loses

s o m e  E n g l i s h  v o c a b  o n  h i s  t r i p

t o  F r a n c e .  N e w  r e s e a r c h  f  i n d s

t h a t  i t ' s  n o t  f r o m  a t r o p h y  o f  t h e
o l d  t o n g u e ;  t h e  n e w  o n e  i s  r u n -

n i n g  i n t e r f  e r e n c e .  T o  b e t t e r

l e a r n  n e w  l a b e l s  f o r  t h i n g s ,

t h e  b r a i n  s u p p r e s s e s

p r e v i o u s l y  l e a r n e d

r e r m s .
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